Source of material
The chemicals and solvents were procured from commercial sources and used as received without further purification. The title compound was prepared by reaction of di-n-butyltin oxide (0.248 g, 1.0 mmol) and 2-(2-formylphenoxy)acetic acid (0.180 g, 1.0 mmol) in absolute benzene (30 ml) under reflux for 7h,then the solvent was evaporated under vacuum. The residue was recrystallized from dichloromethane/hexane to give fine crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction measurement.
Discussion
The title crystal structure possesses tetranuclear centrosymmetric dimeric structure with afour-membered planar Sn 2O2 ring where d(Sn-O) varies from 2.041 to 2.291 Å,which are similar to the corresponding distances in the compounds of di-n-butyltin(IV) complexes reported [1] . The four carboxylate ligands are divided into two different types according to their coordinating mode. Two of them are bidentate and connect with each of exo-a nd endo-cyclic tin atoms by using both oxygen atoms, whereas the other two are bidentate with one oxygen atom bridging to both of the exo-and endo-cyclic tin atoms. 
